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Epiphany

Epiphany is the day Christians remember the coming of the Magi to
visit Jesus, bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. It occurs
on Jan. 6 every year, the 13th day of the Christmas season. The word
"epiphany,"” from the Greek word epiphania, means appearance or
manifestation.

The arrival of these visitors was a sign that the incarnation of God in
Christ had been made known and was recognized by the heavens to the
whole world, so that even Gentile wise men from the East came to pay
him homage. This is an observance of great majesty, solemnity and awe.
An even more ancient Christian celebration than Christmas, Epiphany
originally focused on the nativity, God’s incarnation (God made flesh) in
the birth of Jesus Christ, and Christ's baptism. After the late fourth
century, as Advent developed as a season of baptismal preparation in
addition to Lent, Epiphany became associated with baptism. This is why
we see images of the three Magi on many older baptismal fonts.

In many Hispanic cultures, Epiphany is a day of great rejoicing.
Attending church services that include the celebration of communion is
also common in many of these cultures, even for those who may not
attend worship regularly.

In England and some other European cultures, Jan. 5 is known as
Twelfth Night, the culmination of the 12 days of Christmas feasting and
partying. On Twelfth Night, many families gather in homes to celebrate
with friends, food, singing and gifts. It is at these Twelfth Night
celebrations that "Chalking the Door," asking God's blessing on those
dwellings and upon all who live there, is most often observed.

In New Orleans, Twelfth Night begins another season of celebrations
that comes to fulfillment at Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash
Wednesday). Epiphany itself, Jan. 6, becomes the kickoff day for that
season, but is also often observed with a full celebration in church,
complete with incense, elaborate processionals, choral celebrations, and
Eucharist.

Some United Methodists in the United States, who are not part of these
rich traditions, tend to recognize Epiphany on the Sunday nearest Jan. 6.
There may be a pageant of the three kings as part of worship that day
and a small party afterward.

879 Meals Delivered

Because of the Corona Virus, lIves
Chapel's monthly Thankful Thursday
meals had to be discontinued. As a
solution, the Nurture-Outreach committee
made the decision to deliver meals instead
of everyone gathering at the church.
Starting on August 6, 2020, the monthly
Thankful Thursday gathering changed to a
weekly delivered meal service. From
August 6 through December 17, 2020, 879
meals have been delivered to people's
homes.

Thanks to Christie Willis and Jenny
Gilges, Gretchen and CB Brumm, Amy
Wright, Roma Jackson and committee
members for preparing meals. Thanks also
to the faithful delivery team of Sam and
Alice Gurley, Hilda Garcia, Ellen Grammer,
Cheryl Robinson and committee members.

If you are interested in having a meal
delivered, call 785-248-9692 before noon
on the Tuesday before the Thursday meal.
Meals are delivered from 5-6 PM. If you
would like to help in meal preparation
notify Cheri Armbrister, Joan Toot or May
Gorton. Funds are budgeted for the cost of
the meals so preparers are not

responsible for any costs. Additional help
is greatly appreciated and needed.
May Gorton, Nurture-Outreach Chair
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Concerns
Let us remember in prayer those although
at this time, are not listed:
Sympathy is extended to:

The family of Albertine Garcia

The family of Edith (Elder) McCully
The family of Elvin Currant

111, Hospitalized, Unwell, Rehab, and
Other Concerns:
Everyone that is or has been impacted
directly or indirectly by Covid19, All
scientists, medical staff & personnel,
hospitals, businesses and all essential staff.
Those with existing health problems.
Those that have lost loved ones.
Caretakers. Those impacted economically.
Those that are victims of the virus. Those
on front lines. Schools/child care/ college
students, teachers & leaders and issues.
State, National, County, Local leaders.
Those working peaceably to better race
relations in our nation and for racial
justice. For healing of divisions in our
country. Our nation and incoming leaders.
Judy and Roger Wagner
Sandy Johnson
Hilda Garcia
Kenneth & Rosann Elder
Our Members in Rehab Centers

Nursing Homes & Care Facilities
Dolores Kalb

Our Members in Assisted Living
Archer Carlson

/L%
It was a joy to be “Christmas Caroled” by
the Gilges/Willis families on a cold

evening on Christmas Eve.
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Inda’s Lore

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.
--Joshua 1:9 (NIV)
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The beginning of a new year invites us to look back and consider the things about
our lives that we’d like to change, as well as to celebrate things we think went well.
Many things about 2020 invite us to consider making changes, beyond those that
we already made because of circumstances that were out of our control.

There was much about 2020 that we could not have anticipated. We've struggled
with the outcomes of a worldwide pandemic; the effort to remain healthy and
protect the health of others had meant that we've acquired a new vocabulary and a
new understanding about the need to think about the actions we take and their
possible consequences. We wear face masks to prevent the possible spread of
germs. We wash our hands more thoroughly and more often than we have in the
past. We make careful decisions about who we see in person. We put feet of space
between ourselves and others. We avoid gathering in large groups.

Because of state and county health guidelines, we’ve foregone the joy of meeting
in person for worship services. But the need to close our church doors has
prompted efforts to take on a greater online presence. We now have pre-recorded
online services posted on Facebook and YouTube each week, as well as a Facebook
Live broadcast each Sunday. Through our online services, we're been able to reach
people who live out of town or who cannot worship in person because of their
health concerns. This means we’ve been able to reach out to people we could not
reach without our new electronic outreach ministries.

The need to limit the size of groups who gather also meant we were forced to
temporarily discontinue our monthly Thankful Thursday meals. However, our
Mission and Nurture and Outreach teams have started a different kind of Thankful
Thursdays that now involve delivering about 50 meals or more a week to people
around the Baldwin community who have requested the meals. While some of the
meals are going to people who are part of the Ives Chapel church family, more than
half of them each week go to others in the community. This offers an excellent way
for us to share God’s love.

We’ve also adapted our Feed the Kids program to meet current needs. Through
the Baldwin Community Food Pantry, we're providing milk vouchers to families
with children. While we’ve offered meals during school holidays or the summer
months, we have provided the vouchers weekly as a way to support families facing
food challenges.

The verse from Joshua reminds us to depend on God and have faith that God will
see us through whatever difficulties we might face. In the past year, we have found
ways to take disadvantages and trials we’ve faced and turn them into positive ways
to reach others with the joy of God’s love.

Joy is more than a feeling. It is a choice, a way of moving through the world.

My prayer is that in 2021, Ives Chapel will be seen as a beacon of light in the days
ahead and a reflection of the joy that comes from knowing God'’s love for us. May
we all strive to be the joy that our world needs right now.

‘Pas 749/%4’@/
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Card of Thawnks

Thank you for all of the food,
thoughts and continued prayers
for my whole family.

Nx.l:a the continued help of God
and so many man fnev\ds and
Lloved ones, we will wmake it
through this time,

Mike is in heaven with the
Lord,

Love, Gail Kingsley

God is With Us

Oscar Romero’s Christmas greeting from nearly 40
years ago still rings true as we continue our Christmas
journey.

In this year of disease, racism, sadness, and loss, we
have learned many lessons of humility spirit.

We are not taking the gifts of faith and life for
granted. We are thinking of the needs others.

Oscar Romero’s Christmas greeting from nearly 40
years ago still rings true as we continue our Christmas
journey.

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas
without being truly poor.

The self-sufficient, the proud,

those who, because they have everything,

look down on others,

those who have no need even of God—

for them there will be no Christmas.

Only the poor, the hungry,

those who need someone to come on their behalf,
will have that someone.

That someone is God, Emmanuel, God-with-us.
Without poverty of spirit

there can be no abundance of God.

When the poor have nowhere to rest their bodies,
and their children fleeing from the cold

find only hammocks

strung up in the fields and coffee groves,

we must recall that the Savior’s good news is for
all.

The happiness of the Lord who created us

to fulfill his salvation is everyone’s.

- December 24, 1978

Let us share the gift of the Christ Child with all the
world. ---Susan Henry Crowe,
General Board, Church & Society, UMC

Our Christmas journey continues! ju
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Happy
New

Year

Ives Chapel’s 2020 Year in Review

Winter snows gave some problems in January with
canceling of a worship service, etc. The Children’s Time
during worship is referred to as the Next Generation Time.
The children’s Sunday School attendance was low and vol-
unteers to work with children were solicited on a short-term
basis or longer. The Adult Sunday School continued.

The Ives Chapel Men provided their annual Pancake
Supper on Feb. 2 and were pleased with the attendance.
Their donations were earmarked for community projects.

On Feb. 9. The UMW presented a special membership
pin to Pastor Linda Hopwood, a gift to mission in memory
of Marja Pearson to Susan Davis, representing the Pearson
family, a gift to mission in to Ann Pearson, the Dedicated
Light to May Gorton, and a corsage for mission to Sam
Gurley. Pastor Linda installed the 2020 UMW officers.

Lenten Season began with an Ash Wednesday Service on
Feb. 26. A Lenten Study began on Mar. 4, scheduled for six
weeks. The UMW chose Della Lamb for their focus.

The Covidl9 Coronavirus struck hard in the USA and
with the concerns, worship services began online on Mar.
22. The Thankful Thursday meals were suspended.

The Feed the Kids program continued in the Community
Pantry parking lot on Saturday mornings.

Annual Conference was held online. UMW did not meet
after the February meeting but kept in touch and carried
responsibilities via e-mail and phone.

In August the Nurture/Outreach Committee began deli-
vering the Thursday meals to homes (around 50 or so), with
help of volunteers. The Feed the Kids evolved to milk for
kids in parking lot. Worship services were held on lawn
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6. Worship in church began with all
cautionary protocols in place Sept. 13 — Nov. 15. The
sanctuary was redecorated during closure. Children’s
Sabbath was observed Oct. 18 with Della Lamb Director
sharing the service. Items were brought for their early
childhood education program. (AC & committees meet
when necessary).

Douglas & surrounding counties virus tolls and advice
from Bishop Saenz took us back out of the sanctuary into
online services beginning Nov. 22 with re-evaluation slated
after December. Advent study, Christmas Eve, worship
services were held online via facebook and youtube.



The General Board of Church & Society
Announces a Focus for United Methodists
In The New Year -- 2021

“The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes
and withers; the heavens languish together with
the earth. The earth lies polluted under its
inhabitants; for they have transgressed laws,
violated statutes, broken the everlasting
covenant.” (Isaiah 24:4-5)

In the coming year, Church and Society will focus on re-

engaging a global dialogue to reduce emissions and
provide a just transition to a healthier, safer, clean energy

economy. We will advocate for policies that dismantle
systemic environmental racism and build up climate
resilient communities. And we will equip and mobilize
United Methodists to engage their communities and
elected officials in supporting initiatives that promote
equity and justice.

Historic Institutions Extend Love

Gum Moon Residence, Red Bird Mission and
Henderson Settlement used UMCOR grants to keep
people fed, housed and connected this year during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Anything New Happen Around Here?

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:11 NIV)

In 1925, the New York World celebrated the birthday of
Abraham Lincoln with a cartoon, which has become
something of a classic. Two Kentucky farmers are pictured,
talking over a picket fence. One asks, “Anything new happen
lately?” The other responds, “Nothing much. A new baby
was born over at Tom Lincoln’s place, but nothing much
ever happens around here.” I’m sure there were folks who
said the same thing in Bethlehem that night. I can picture
them, can’t you? Standing on the corner, just out-side the
inn. “Anything new happen around here?” “Naw, just a baby
born down in the stable. Nothing much ever happens
around here.” —Victor Harnish
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Ives Chapel United Methodist Women

Are you longing for community during this pandemic? Do
you have resources to support your desire for bonding? We
are trying to make our programs accessible while not
meeting physically together through a summary of the
monthly program sent to members by e-mail. We can study
together that way and they will be sent monthly. If anyone
has anything to add or ask about the program, send your
input to Joy and a sharing mailing can be sent to all.

This Program Book explores how we as children of God
are joined and linked together into the whole body of Christ.
Even at times when social distancing or other obstacles may
keep us physically apart; we are knitted together in commu-
nity to transform the world. Through monthly program
summaries you receive, we will explore biblical passages
that emphasize the courageous, bold witness and work of a
woman or a group of women who faithfully seek to be a part
of God’s good work. Then our group may also explore
opportunities for action and advocacy through UMW.

New This Year: It has been suggested that units may wish
to include an ongoing Knit Together for our Mission focus
project in which individually knitted pieces of the group
could join together to create a knitted blanket, prayer shawl,
scarf or other item to donate to a focus organization.

Not all of us knit. But we still can be “Knitted together” by
doing a project together separately in our homes. You are all
creative. Think of something we might do that we can
produce some items for a mission focus project. You
remember several years ago we made blankets for young
children at Della Lamb and one year we made purses. So put
on your thinking caps and if you have an idea, send it to
Kathleen or Joy. You may have a completely different idea,
which is certainly welcome, as we remain “knitted together”
in serving the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women.

Remember, as a unit of United Methodist Women, we have
a pledge service in January of each year to support the
mission of the total program of United Methodist Women,
which funds UMW missions home and abroad. Since we will
not be meeting as a group this month of January, 2021, your
individual pledge may be sent to May Gorton, Treasurer, 113
Ames St., Baldwin City, KS 66006 by January 19. What you
choose to pledge is confidential and only you and the
treasurer have the individual information. The pledge is up to
each member, giving what they feel they can do for the 2021
pledge support to UMW missions. The pledge (the amount
you plan to give this year) does not have to be accompanied
by the total cash as you also tell the treasurer how you would
like to pay your pledge this year. It may be paid totally for
the year, or for each month, every 3 months, semi-annually,
etc. This is your choice. We are in this together and have
chosen to be a member of the Ives Chapel Unit of United
Methodist Women because we are committed to second mile
mission giving beyond our church mission support.

We will try to get a program book out to members
sometime this month. In the meantime, it is a new year; you
may want to start reading books for the reading program.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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A WINTER FRIEND

This article is so befitting for all of us... take time to
ponder... the last statement cannot be refuted.

YOU MAY READ THIS QUITE FAST UNTIL YOU
REACH THE THIRD SENTENCE. THEN YOU MAY
WISH TO START OVER, READING SLOWER, AND
THINKING ABOUT EVERY WORD... IT REALLY DOES
MAKES YOU STOP AND THINK, NO MATTER HOW
OLD YOU ARE. (Since we are sort of in lockdown mode
and January is here, you may wish to take the time to
read this SLOWLY)

AND THEN IT IS WINTER

You know time has a way of moving quickly and
catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems
like yesterday that [ was young, just married, and
embarking on my new life with my mate. Yetin a
way, it seems like eons ago, and [ wonder where all
those years went.

[ know that I lived them all. [ have glimpses of how
it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But,
here it is... the winter of my life, and it catches me by
surprise... How did I get here so fast? Where did the
years go and where did my youth go? [ remember
well seeing older people through the years and
thinking that those "older people" were years away
from me and that winter was so far off that I could
not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.

But, here it is..my friends are retired and getting
grey... they move slower and I see an older person in
myself now. Some are in better and some worse
shape than me... but, [ see the great change... Not like
the ones that I remember who were young and
vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show
and we are now those older folks that we used to see
and never thought we'd be.

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a
real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if | don't on my own
free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!

And so... now I enter this new season of my life
unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of
strength and ability to go and do things that [ wish I
had done but never did!! But, at least I know, that
though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how
long it will last... this I know, that when it's over on
this earth... it's over. A new adventure will begin!

Yes, | have regrets. There are things [ wish [ hadn't
done... things I should have done, but indeed, there
are also many things I'm happy to have done. It's all
in a lifetime.

So, if you're not in your winter yet... let me remind
you, that it will be here faster than you think. So,
whatever you would like to accomplish in your life,
please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!!
Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can TODAY, as
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you can never be sure whether this is your winter or
not!

You have no promise that you will see all the
seasons of your life... so, LIVE FOR TODAY and say all
the things that you want your loved ones to
remember.. and hope that they appreciate and love
you for all the things that you have done for them in
all the years past!!

"Life" is a GIFT to you. The way you live your life is
your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic
one.

Remember: "It is Health that is real Wealth and not
pieces of gold and silver."
~Your kids are becoming you.....but your
grandchildren are perfect!
~Going out is good.. coming home is even better!
~You forget names... but it's OK, because other
people forgot they even knew you!!!
~You realize you're never going to be really good at
anything.... especially golf.
~The things you used to care to do, you no longer
care to do, but you really do care that you don't care
to do them anymore.
~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV
blaring than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep."
~You miss the days when everything worked with
just an "ON" and "OFF" switch..
~You tend to use more 4-letter words ...
"what?"..."when?"...77?
~Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it's not
safe to wear it anywhere.
~You notice everything they sell in stores is
"sleeveless!"
~What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
~Everybody whispers.
~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of
which you will never wear.
~But "0ld" is good in some things:
0ld Songs, Old movies ...
and best of all, our dear ...OLD FRIENDS!!

Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!"
Share with your 'OLD FRIENDS'!

70 Y TR T Wl T Y AT, T

A woman walked up to a little old man rocking in a chair on
his porch. “I couldn’t help noticing how happy you look,” she
said. “What'’s your secret for a long happy life?”

“| smoke three packs of cigarettes a day,” he said. “l also
drink a case of whiskey a week, eat fatty foods, and never
exercise.”

“That's amazing,” the woman said. “How old are you?”

“Twenty-six,” he said.
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FINANCE REPORT
Feed the
Nov. 2020 Checking Savings Building Men's Memorial Kids
Beginning
Balance $6,371.21 $6,179.23  $24,104.70 $332.53  $1,136.14  $1,263.21
Credits $5,342.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00 $100.00
Debits $4,576.99 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $428.40
Ending
Balance $7,135.61 $6,179.23  $24,104.70 $332.53  $1,236.14 $934.81
Regular Special Offering/Other
Income 2020  Offering Transfers
January $4,145.13 $93.39 $0.00
February $4,557.00 $1,260.00 $1,700.00
March $5,174.00 $40.00 $61.04
April $3,755.00 $1,156.71 $0.00
May $4,295.00 $30.00 $0.00
June $4,365.00 $0.00 $0.00
July $3,160.00 $0.00 $0.00
August $4,127.00 $0.00  $1,330.00
September $5,066.00 $120.00  $4,264.00
October $4,584.00 $1,130.00  $2,675.00
November $4,872.00 $470.00 $0.00

Submitted by Cheri Armbrister, Treasurer

Human Relations Sunday, Jan. 17
A new commandment | give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. —John 13:34, ASV

Not long ago the world watched as a police officer placed his knees for 8 minutes and 46 seconds on an unarmed African American man while he
pleaded for his life. He later died from the knee that was placed on his neck. The United Methodist Church's response was swift. The headline on
umcmission.org read, "Standing against racial injustice: Global Ministries offers grants through the United Methodist Voluntary Services program.”
The grants funded from the annual Human Relations Day (HRD) offering were offered to United Methodist annual conferences to provide resources
for peaceful demonstrations, food, access to medication, and rebuilding efforts for communities impacted negatively.

The Human Relations Day offering helps respond to these needs. Human Relations Day is January 17, 2021. Human Relations Sunday is the
Sunday before Martin Luther King's birthday.

Gifts to the Human Relations Day offering support: @ grants to organizations and congregations that fight economic, racial, and social injustices.
@ grants to racial, ethnic, and multicultural congregations to hire community developers to empower the underserved.

@ promote ministries that respond to non-violent youth offenders through education, advocacy, or leadership training and development.
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\ Open hearts. Open minds.Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church”
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ASSIGNMENTS

Date Greeter Liturgist Ushers

Jan. 3 Amy Wright May Gorton 1) Fred Toot 2) Rodney Gilges

Jan. 10 Cheri Armbrister Gail Guenther 1) Sam Gurley 2) Dan Marks

Jan. 17 Jackie Robhins Joan Toot 1) Cheri Armbrister 2) Fred Toot

Jan. 24 Alice Gurley Joy Uthoff 1) Rodney Gilges 2) Sam Gurley

Jan. 31 Sam Gurley Aftyn Willis 1) Fred Toot 2) Joan Toot

Feh.7 Jenny Gilges Gail Guenther 1) Rodney Gilges 2) Sam Gurley

Feh. 14 Amy Wright Aftyn Willis 1) Rodney Gilges 2) Dan Marks

Feh. 21 Alice Gurley May Gorton 1) Sam Gurley 2) Rodney Gilges
Feh.28 | Jenny Gilges Gail Guenther 1) Fred Toot 2) Sam Gurley

Mar. 7 Hilda Garcia Wanda Samuels 1) Jenny Gilges 2) Rodney Gilges

Feh. 14 Kathleen Winkleman CB Brumm 1) Dan Marks 2) Sam Gurley

Worship Every Sunday The Work Of Ch rlstmas

11:00 a.m. via Facebook or o

YouTube. When the song of the angels is stilled,

Midweek Meditation, Every When the star in the sky is gone,

Wednesday via Facebook or When the kings and the princes are home,
YouTube. . .

Go to IvesChapelUMC.org When the shepherds are back with their flock,

and click your choice for The work of Christmas begins:

Flacebrc:okkofr You('jl'utbe ancé/ To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry,
alSo check Tor upaates ana/or . : :

special announcements. To release the prisoner, To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,

Deadline for February Ives To make music in the heart.  —Howard Thurman
Chapel News items is Feb. 21

The Mission Statement-Ives Chapel United Methodist Church

We shall love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and we shall love
our neighbors as ourselves. We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by seeking,

inviting, welcoming and gathering persons into the body of Christ through our
Sunday services, Christian education ministries, feeding the hungry, caring for
strangers, and becommg and being a compassionate and caring presence in our
church, our community and beyond.




