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CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE

The annual traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service is set
for 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 24 at Ives Chapel United Methodist
Church. Plan to come with your guests. Please wear masks.

Winter Weather Alert Procedure for Congregants

If winter weather makes it necessary to cancel services or events,
it will be posted on the Ilves Chapel Facebook page and the lves
Chapelumc.org website page. If you do not have access to these,
please call an Administrative Council member to verify whether we
will meet. A new system of contact is being worked out by the
Administrative Council regarding a response to your questions
regarding weather alerts that will provide a choice of each person
to receive notifications by e-mail, text, or phone call. Until that is in
place, refer to the present services above.

Ives Chapel News

Advent
Wreaths
Delivered

The Nurture/Outreach team has
delivered 50 Advent Wreaths to
local shut-ins and recipients of the
Thankful Thursday food delivery

last winter.

The Advent season starts on the
fourth Sunday before Christmas
Day (Nov., 28, 2021) and ends on
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24).

It is the hope of the Nurture
Team that all will share the
anticipation of the birth of Jesus
Christ. The package contains a
green, felt wreath with berries and
five tea lights, one to light each
week and Christmas Eve. The
Team welcomes the opportunity to
nurture the congregation and

reach out to community through
events and congregational care.
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Concerns
Let us remember in prayer:
Sympathy is extended to:
The family of Mark Vandervelden
The family of Bruce Wagner
The family of Skip King
The family of Bill Gurley
111, Hospitalized, Unwell, Rehab, and
Other Concerns:
May Gorton and family
Delbert
Levi
Cheri
Judy
Gema
Carter
Sandra
Craig
Gary
Willis Family
Hungry children of the world
All travelers
Our Members in Rehab Centers, &
Health Care Facilities

Our Members in Assisted Living
Archer Carlson

Janet Ikenberry is
recovering and
feeling much
better.

Joy

AMANDA'S
HASSITLE
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Finding Holy in the Holidays

I’ve had my share of Christmas Holidays that felt more like a gauntlet to be endured
than a season of celebration. Spreadsheet for tracking gifts for family Christmas and
Birthday celebrations? Check. A white board full of deadlines for music choices,
bulletins, poinsettia orders and checking candles for Christmas Eve? Check. More
checklists for packing small children to travel to see family? Check. A multicolor
calendar crammed to the gills with Holiday parties, programs and events...So many
checks.

By Christmas morning, I was exhausted. Mentally, physically and emotionally wiped
out. Feeling anything but Joy, Hope, Peace or Love. Yes. Even as a pastor who prea-
ches that the advent season is one for slowing down, for focusing on what matters.

So how do we choose a different way?
Perhaps we begin with embracing the messiness of it all.

The birth of Jesus was not perfect and serene. It was a young mother, praying her be-
trothed could somehow believe that the child she bore was of God. It was a young
couple, making a journey to be counted for taxes to a greedy government. It was a
search for lodging in the third trimester of pregnancy. It was a birth in a stable, an an-
nouncement to those at the margins, an insecure monarch, a genocide and a flight into
Egypt as refugees.

And in all of it, it is the in-breaking of Emmanuel. God with us.

There is a different kind of Christmas we can experience when we embrace the messi-
ness and lean into a more real hope, peace, love and joy.

Maybe that looks like a weekly pause to light the advent candles together as a family,
naming where you have seen hope, or peace, or love or joy in your lives.

Maybe it looks like setting aside time to join others in the zoom Bible study Pastor
Ross and I are leading to deepen the experience of advent.

Maybe it looks like inviting someone you know to the Longest Night service Dec. 21
in Edgerton to lament their grief in this season.

Maybe it just looks like taking a little time each morning or evening in the light of
your Christmas tree with the TV off, to ask God to keep you centered this season.

Whatever it looks like for you, may you find renewed joy in the birth of the Prince of
Peace. Emanuel.
Pastor, Amanda Baker

REJOICE
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Notes from Ad Council
Nov 9, 2021

The Ives Chapel Administrative Council met Nov.
9, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was called to
order by Grethen Brumm, Lay Leader and opened
with devotions led by Pastor Amanda.

The minutes of the October meeting were
approved as read. The following reports were
presented:

Pastor’s Report: There will be a short Ad Council
meeting Nov. 21, following worship to approve
Church Conference Material. She is working on
coordinating liturgists.

Finance—Budget for 2022 was discussed. It was
moved and seconded the attached finance report be
approved. Motion carried.

PPR—1Ives PPR will meet with Baldwin First’s
PPR to complete paperwork for the District
Superintendent.

Trustees—Stan’s Floor Cleaning has adjusted the
charges for damage done to the paint.

Contacting snow removal providers to have a
contract in place before inclement weather.

Lay Leader —seeking volunteers to fill positions.
Nurture/Outreach —constructing Advent Wreaths
for shut-ins.

Missions —The Food Pantry will be moving to the
2" and 4" Saturdays beginning in January.

Ives will continue milk vouchers.

Old Business — A form for choices of how to
receive prayer chain information is being drafted.
New Business—The Council approved the
proposed 2022 budget.

Upcoming Events—Hanging of the Greens,
Saturday, Nov. 27, at 3:00 p.m.

UMW Holiday Bazaar, December 4, 9:30 a.m.-2:00
a.m.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned with prayer
led by Pastor Amanda.

Respectfully submitted,
May Gorton, Secretary

“I do not at all understand the mystery of grace — only
that it meets us where we are but does not leave us where it
found us.”

—Anne Lamott, U.S. novelist and nonfiction writer
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Holiday Bazaar
Sat., 4
9:30 a - 2 p. FH
lves Chapel
Sponsored by UMW

UMW Holds November Meeting

Ives Chapel United Methodist Women met Nov. 16 in
Fellowship Hall with Kathleen Winkleman, Ellen
Grammer, Rosann Elder, May Gorton, Joan Toot and Joy
Uthoff present.

Letters and Christmas cards from participating members
were brought to be mailed to Letters To Our Troops. Joy
Uthoff mailed the contents and paper work Wednesday to
arrive at the mailing destination by Nov. 20. This is the
fourth year of participating in this project, which is much
appreciated by our troops in the states and around the
world. A mission gift was approved and sent to the Della
Lamb Community Center in Kansas City, Mo. to use as
they needed or to use in the forthcoming Afghanistan
refugee program. May Gorton, Treasurer, announced that
the mission pledge for United Methodist Women work here
and around the world that is sent through the Five Rivers
District was reached with $10.00 over pledge, which was
also included in the remittance. Some other projects not
listed here also provided funds or supplies. Mission
outreach is the sole purpose of UMW and it is good to
reach our goals.

Ellen Grammer presented a very good program, “Embra-
cing Change, Sharing Grace, and the World Thank
Offering.” Members presented their World Thank Banks
filled with “thankful” offerings all year long. The World
Thank Offering is an opportunity for individuals to respond
to God’s abundant grace in the midst of change. When we
share these gifts, they are combined with the gifts of others,
our contributions make possible the support of national and
international work to meet the physical and social needs of
women, children, and youth in our neighborhood and
around the world.

The December meeting is Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. at the
Wooden Spoke. Reservations are made for the UMW
Christmas meeting. Kathleen Winkleman will give a brief
meditation. Secretary’s minutes and Treasurer’s reports
will be distributed for approval. Any immediate business
will be transacted but for the most part it is a time for the
UMW members to enjoy a Christmas gathering.

Our UMW members are invited to a Christmas Tea with
Baldwin First UMW Dec. 11, 9:30 a.m. “The Reason for
the Season”. Bring your favorite nativity set to share.

& I
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Spearheaded by Hilda Garcia, several lves Chapel congregants shared a meal
at El Patron with Karin Constantinescu following Sunday worship service

Nov. 14. They celebrated the “Joy” that Pastor Amanda described in that

Celebrates

Sunday sermon! Seated on the extreme front right is the honoree, Karin

Constantinescu, 97, and on her left are Joan Christian and Joan Toot.

97 Years!

You know—time has a way of moving
quickly and catching you unaware of
the passing years. It seems just yesterday that I was young,
yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all
the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses
of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams.
But, here it is...the winter of my life and it catches me by
surprise...how did I get here so fast? Where did the years go
and where did my youth go? I remember well seeing older
people through the years and thinking that those older people
were years away from me and that winter was so far off that I
could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.
But here it is ... my friends are retired and getting grey.
They move slower and I see an older person now.
Some are in better and some worse shape than me...but, I see
the great change...their age is beginning to show and we are
now those older folks that we used to see and never thought

Back row: Joy Uthoff, Hilda Garcia and Cheryl Robinson!

----Thanks to Kim Heckathorne for takina the nhoto.

we’d be. Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a
real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat
anymore...it’s mandatory! Cause if I don’t, I just fall asleep
where I sit! Now I enter a new season unprepared for the
aches and pains, loss of strength and ability to go and do
things that I wish I had done and never did. But I know that
winter has come. A new adventure has begun.

Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn’t done,
things I should have done, but indeed there are many things
I’m happy to have done. It’s all in a lifetime! So live for
today, do what you can today, say the things you want your
loved ones to remember. Life is a gift to you. The way you
live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a
fantastic one. Enjoy your winter!
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Lay Leadership 2022

The Nominations Committee wishes to thank all who have stepped forward and agreed to fill the following positions.
Unfortunately, there are some blanks in the list. We are eager to fill these positions before Church Conference on Dec. 5.
Won’t you prayerfully consider filling one of the vacancies? If there is any committee that is your passion, please contact
May or Gretchen to be added to the team.

ADMINIISTRATIVE CHURCH COUNCIL

This team is the governing body of the church. The church council has a significant work of planning and coordinating the ministries of
the church.

*Chair

Secretary — May Gorton

Lay Leader — Gretchen Brumm

Pastor - Amanda Baker

FINANCE - This team along with the financial secretary works with the treasurer to develop policies and procedures for funds in support

of the ministry of the congregation.

Treasurer — Cheri Armbrister

Secretary —Joan Toot

Lay Leader — Gretchen Brumm

Pastor — Amanda Baker

Counters — Cathy Gilges, Raymond Reed

PPR - This team builds a strong positive relationship between staff and congregation and recommends - compensation, travel, housing,
and other financial matters to the church council through the finance committee.

Fred Toot — Class of 2023

Ellen Grammer — Class of 2022

* - Class of 2024

TRUSTEES - This team functions as Christian stewards of property God has entrusted to the congregation. This includes supervising and

maintaining the physical property of the congregation.

Fred Toot — Class of 2022 Raymond Reed — Class of 2023 Rodney Gilges — Class of 2024

LAY LEADERSHIP/NOMINATIONS - This team considers individual congregational gifts and passion and works to pair gifts with ministry
opportunities and makes recommendations to the Church council.

Pastor Amanda Baker May Gorton Ellen Grammer Lay Leader - Gretchen Brumm
LAY LEADER DELEGATE TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

*

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION — This team helps to develop and implement study opportunities for children and adults.

Kathleen Winkleman, Chair

NURTURE AND OUTREACH - This team works to provide opportunities to nurture the congregation and reach out to community
through community events and congregational care.

May Gorton, Chair

Joan Toot

Jenny Gilges

Ellen Grammer

Amy Wright

Gretchen Brumm

MISSIONS - This team will have a plan for mission service opportunities for all ages and all stages of faith so that people live as Christian
disciples transforming the world.

Cheri Armbrister, Chair

Marlene Barber

May Gorton

WORSHIP- This team supports the pastor in creating participation and logistics for worship.
Pastor Amanda Baker

Gretchen Brumm

Ellen Grammer

Jeff Davis.
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Our United Methodist Church Connections
Beyond the Local Church
Concerning Forthcoming General Conference

Key points:

As the denomination edges toward some form of
separation, bishops issue a narrative to describe their
hopes for the continuing United Methodist Church.
They envision a church driven by the mission of Christ,
where all will have a home.

The bishop’s aim for the narrative to be a starting point
for United Methodists’ visioning work ahead.

The Council of Bishops has cast a vision for a future
United Methodist Church that transcends the labels many
church members use to describe themselves.

“We cannot be a traditional church or a progressive church
or a centrist church. We cannot be a gay or straight
church,” asserts what the bishops have titled “A Narrative
for the Continuing United Methodist Church.”

The bishops’ narrative, instead, envisions a denomination
rooted in Scripture, centered in Christ and welcoming to all
churchgoers — however they identify.

“Our best witness is to love each other as Christ loves us, to
show the world the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to
bind us together despite our differences,” the narrative
proclaims. “This is living out the gospel.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has twice delayed General
Conference, the denomination’s top legislative body that
would make any final decisions on a separation plan. The
international assembly is now scheduled for Aug. 29-Sept.
6. 2022, in Minneapolis.

In the meantime, the Wesleyan Covenant Association —
a traditionalist advocacy organization — is working toward
the formation of a new denomination, the Global Methodist
Church. Another group is developing a new denomination
informed by liberation theology, the Liberation Methodist
Connexion.

However, a broad swath of churchgoers plan to remain
United Methodist, and many already have started
preparations for how they envision the future church will
minister. United Methodists also have continued to serve
beyond their church walls — providing disaster relief,
caring for refugees, expanding vaccine access,
addressing climate change and tackling the long-term
effects of racism.

Many of these United Methodists — including multiple
bishops — have been upfront about their hope that the
continuing denomination will welcome LGBTQ people into
all aspects of church life and overcome the barriers that
divide God’s human creation.

The bishops’ narrative describes the continuing
United Methodist Church as:

Confident in what God has done in Christ Jesus for all
humankind.

Committed to personal and social salvation/transfor-
mation.

Courageous in dismantling the powers of racism,
tribalism and colonialism.

December 2021
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His Majesty’s Arrival

Mary remembers the words of the angel. “His kingdom
will never end.” He looks like anything but a king. His face
is prunish and red. His cry, though strong and healthy, is
still the helpless and piercing cry of a baby. And He is
absolutely dependent upon Mary for His well-being.

Majesty in the midst of the mundane. Holiness in the filth
of sheep droppings and sweat. Divinity entering the world
on the floor of a stable, through the womb of a teenager and
in the presence of a carpenter.

She touches the face of the infant-God. How long was
your journey?

This baby had overlooked the universe. These rags keep-
ing Him were the robes of eternity. His golden throne room
had been abandoned in favor of a dirty sheep pen. And
worshipping angels had been replaced with kind but bewil-
dered shepherds.

Meanwhile, the city hums. The merchants unaware that
God has visited their planet. The innkeeper would never
believe that he had just sent God into the cold. And the
people would scoff at anyone who told them the Messiah
lay in the arms of a teenager on the outskirts of their
village. They were all too busy to consider the possibility.

Those who missed His Majesty’s arrival that night missed
it not because of evil acts or malice; no, they missed it
because they simply weren’t looking.

Little has changed in the last 2,000 years, has it?

--Max Lucado

Church Conference, Dec. 5

The annual Church Conference will be held at Centenary
UMC in Lawrence on Dec. 5 at 5 p.m. with area churches
(i.e. former Trailside Parish) and Lawrence churches to
take care of election of officers and committee members,
etc. and setting budgets. All members are welcome to
attend.



Page 7 IVES CHAPEL NEWS

Editor’s Note: We have given thanks and received
Thanksgiving blessings and now are in the Advent season.
This message from “Soundbites” is a combination thought
Thanksgiving and forthcoming Christmas. ju

A THANK-YOU GIFT TO GOD

“Since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer
your lives as a living sacrifice to Him. Your offering must
be only for God and pleasing to Him, which is the spiritual
way of worship.” (Romans 12:1 NCV)

When it comes to worship, who you are matters more
than what you do. If you are someone who deeply loves
God and wants to live a life that gives Him joy, everything
you do can be a form of worship. From singing songs of
praise to washing dishes or helping a friend, every moment
of your life becomes a thank-you gift to God.

Giving these simple gifts or offerings comes naturally
when you give God one big gift each day -- the gift of your
life. In the Old Testament, people gave God their first
fruits. This was a thank-you gift given to God in return for
all He’d given them. They’d give the first and best portion
of produce they’d harvested, riches they’d received, or the
best animals from their flocks. After Jesus sacrificed His
life for others, God asked people to follow His Son’s
example by presenting Him with the gift of themselves.

You don’t have to die to give this gift. All you have to do
is ask God to help you devote your body, mind, and heart to
becoming who He wants you to be. That’s how you turn an
ordinary life into a dynamic living sacrifice.

From “100 Favorite Bible Verses”

%

If You Look for Me at Christmas

You won't need a special star—
I'm no longer just in Bethlehem
I'm right there where you are.
You may not be aware of Me
Amid the celebrations—
You'll have to look beyond the stores
And all the decorations.

But if you take a moment
From your list of things to do
And listen to your heart, you'll find
I'm waiting there for you.
You're the one I want to be with,
You're the reason that I came,
And you'll find Me in the stillness
As I'm whispering your name.

Love,
Jesus

December 2021

The First Gift of Christmas

The first Christmas gift ever given
Wasn’t bought in a mart or a shop

And it wasn’t encased in gay wrappings
With a bright ribbon bow on the top.

The first Gift of Christmas was given
In a manger lowly and bare,

And a blanket was the lone wrapping
Of this gift so priceless and fair.

God gave the First Gift of Christmas.

A most Holy and Wonderful One.

When he looked down in mercy

And gave us the Gift of His Son.—by John Gilbert

Bulletin Bloopers

If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose a
check, and drip in the collection basket.

Next Sunday, Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the morning
service. The pastor will then speak on, “It’s a Terrible
Experience.”

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on Oct. 24 in
the church. So ends a friendship that began in their school
days.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in
the church basement on Friday at 7 p.m. The congregation is
invited to attend this tragedy.

Don’t let worry kill you off —let the church help.

The Outreach Committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls
on people who are not afflicted with any church.
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CHRLSTIANS
ALN'T PERFECT
BUT JESUS 1S!

I believe that Christmas is a Spirit, and they that find it must seek it in Spirit and in Truth. I believe that it is not a season of the year, but a way to live it. It comes down
whenever wise men and shepherds bow down to worship at the same shrine; whenever charity displaces intolerance; whenever old enemies forgive one another; whenever
kindliness takes the place of ill will. I believe in the Christmas hope as the way to life for people and nations. I believe that peace on earth and good will among people can
become living realities in this generation. AMEN.

OCTOBER 2021 FINANCE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2021 ISSUE

TREASURER’S REPORT submitted by
Cheri Armbrister, Treasurer

A Christmas Creed ———

Did You Know This History About “The Partridge in the Pear Tree?”

The writer says she just discovered this. The carol has always baffled her. What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans and especially the partridge
in the pear tree have to do with Christmas? From 1558 to 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone in this era wrote
this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics —the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to the church members. Each element has a code word for a
religious reality, which the children could remember. 1) The partridge in the pear tree was Jesus Christ. 2) Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 3) Three
French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 4) The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & John. 5) The five golden rings recalled the Torah or
Law, the first five books of the Old Testament. 6) The six geese a laying stood for the six days of creation. 7) Seven swans a swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of
the Holy Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership and Mercy. 8) Eight maids a milking were the eight beatitudes. 9) Nine ladies
dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit—Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control. 10) 10 lords a leaping were
the Ten Commandments. 11) 11 pipers piping stood for the 11 faithful disciples. 12) 12 drummers drumming symbolized the 12 points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed.
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EVERY SUNDAY
WORSHIP led by
pastor, Rev.
Amanda Baker,

11 a.m. Ives
Chapel, 9:30 a.m.
B. First and online

%

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church”

Alan Wright

Allie Abel
Anthony Chavez

4 Holiday Bazaar
FH, 9:30 a - 2 p.

("@ Wear Mask

52“" Sunday/Advent
Communion

Church Conf., Lawrence
Centenary, 5 pm

Lindsay Gastelum

6

7

8

9

10

Chris Ikenberry

1 1 UMW invited to

Baldwin 1t UMW
Christmas Tea,

9:30 a.m. Bring your
favorite nativity set

Ellen Grammer

12

3" Sunday/Advent

13

14

Ad Council, 7 pm

16

17

18

19

4t Sunday/Advent

20

21

UMW, 11 a.m.
Wooden Spoke

22

Winter School Break
Begins, USD 348

26

1st Sunday/after
Christmas

27

28

29

Norma Sconce

24

7:30 pm
Candlelight
Service
Christmas Eve

2 5 CHRISTMAS

31

New Year’s Eve/
Watch Night
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ASSIGNMENTS
Date Greeter Liturgist Ushers
Dec. 5 Amy Wright Mike Milburn
Dec. 12 Sam Gurley
Dec. 19 Joan Toot
Dec. 26 Cathy Gilges
Jan. 2 Alice Gurley Sam Gurley
Jan. 9 Jane Miller
Jan. 16 Joan Christian
Jan. 23 Ardyth Milburn
Jan. 30 Rosann Elder
Feh. 6 Jenny Gilges Fred Toot
Feh. 13 Hilda Garcia

Christmas Blessings

tves Chapel News
Newsletter Team

Joy
Ellen
Kathleen
Deadline, January
ttems, after AC with
final deadline pec.
23

Assignments as scheduled above to participate as needed. If you cannotbe present, trade with
somconc or let Ellen know at 785-594-0337 and leave a message if phone is unanswered.

The Mission Statement-Ives Chapel United Methodist Church

We shall love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and we shall love
our neighbors as ourselves. We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by seeking,
inviting, welcoming and gathering persons into the body of Christ through our
Sunday services, Christian education ministries, feeding the hungry, caring for
strangers, and becoming and being a compassionate and caring presence in our
church, our community and beyond.




